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It may be your greatest fear coming true or something you never thought would happen to you.
Either way, breast cancer has entered your life and turned it upside down. Now you're wondering
how you're going to make it through: Are you going to be alright? Is your family going to be okay?
And where is God in your struggle? Has he deserted you? Joni Eareckson Tada, herself a
survivor of breast cancer, walks with you through the struggles and questions that naturally arise
in the face of suffering and offers you hope through Christ. With the understanding, wisdom, and
grace that comes from experience, she points the way to a deepening trust and hope in the God
who provides daily grace and strength even in the midst of great suffering.
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Breast cancer happened to other women, but not me. My attention was always focused on my
quadriplegia—forty-five years in a wheelchair saddled me with enough medical challenges
without thinking of cancer. God would never add that to the mix, I thought. And my most recent
mammogram had been nine years earlier.My attitude changed one morning in the bathroom
when I noticed that my right breast was a little misshapen. I called my husband Ken and he
confirmed my suspicion. “I feel a lump,” he said, “a large one.” At first his words bounced off my
brain, but then I realized, So I’m not immune . . . cancer may touch my life after all. The next day I
visited a radiologist. After that, a needle biopsy confirmed what we all suspected. The next thing
I knew, I was in the hospital for a mastectomy.
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